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Environmental problems involving skiers with disabilities

—The barrier-free situation at ski resorts in Hiroshima Prefecture—
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Environmental problems involving skiers with disabilities
—The barrier-free situation at ski resorts in Hiroshima Prefecture—

Morita, M.*, Urabe, Y.*, Takeuchi, T.*, Maeda, N.*
* Graduate School of Biomedical & Health Sciences, Hiroshima University
Key words: ski resort, barrier-free design, people with disabilities

(Abstract]) This study aimed to investigate the present situation involving the accommodation of skiers with dis-
abilities and the obstacles to their participation at ski resorts in Hiroshima Prefecture. Questionnaires were sent to
14 ski resorts. The questionnaire survey addressed the resorts” acceptance of skiers with disabilities and the ex-
tent to which their facilities have a barrier-free design. The facilities were inspected during an on-site field survey.
Resort employees were interviewed about barrier-free support. The response rate was 57.1% (8 out of 14). With re-
gard to the acceptance of skiers with disabilities, none of the respondents selected “not permitted.” Assistance by
resort employees was available when accessing ski slopes and rest houses. However, it was difficult to access facili-
ties independently that had been established long ago; for example, there were steps in- and outside rest houses
and toilets were too narrow to be entered by wheelchair. At most of the ski resorts, employees had some experi-
ence of supporting people with disabilities such as helping them get over steps. Assistance of skiers with disabili-
ties was available at skiresorts; however, the results showed that they still needed to achieve a barrier-free design
of the environment. In the future, it is necessary to improve the facilities at ski resorts and strengthen human sup-
port so that people with disabilities can enjoy and participate in winter sports.
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